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President of the European Council 

European Council 
Heads of State 

Heads of Government 

President of the European Council 

President of the EU Commission 

coordinates 

Setting of general political direction 

High Representative of the Union for 

Foreign Affairs and Security Policy 

European External Action Service 

European Parliament 
751 members incl. President 

Legislative („lower house“) 

Court of Justice of the 

European Union 
Judicative 

Citizens of the member 

states 

European 

Commission 

 

 

 
27 members 

(one member per member state 

incl. President and Vice-President) 

 

Elections in a 5 year rhythm 

President 

Vice-President 
simultaniously 

Executive 

suggests 

Council of the 

European Union 
From 2014  “double majority 

voting‘” will be introduced 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Legislative („upper house“) 

simultaniously 

Chairman of the 

Foreign Affairs 

Council  

EU-laws 

EU-budget 

passes 

passes 

elects 

formulates guidelines 

Court of Auditors 

Spending Control 

European Central 

Bank 
Economic & Monetary Policy 

elect elect 

Election of the President 

Approval / Rejection of the 

new Commission 

    The 7 bodies of the 

European Union 

Source: Richter-publizistik  

Source: http://europa.eu/about-eu/institutions-bodies/index_en.htm 

Decision making process on EU level, bodies and structure  

of the EU 
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Legislative process within EU 


